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Dear Parents and Friends,

A workshop about Student Agency with Charles Leadbeater was attended 
by a group of teachers: Eleanor, Debra, Nic M, Fiona, Aaron and Katherine.  
This group will investigate Student Agency in our school over the next three 
years. We are excited to align our knowledge and skills with an upcoming 
focus on Student Agency in the new Strategic Plan.
Last Friday, students participated in learning some Bush dances to prepare 
them for the upcoming Bush dance this Friday, 5 April at Echunga Hall, 
7-10:30pm.  Discounted Tickets are available from the front office before the 
event or at the door for full price. Come join in the fun with the live band, The 
Offsiders calling the dances.  
The AGM is on next Thursday, 11 April 2019 at 6pm-7:30pm in the LAC.    
We will seek to start and finish promptly.  Please RSVP to Deborah by 
Thursday, 04 April so that we ensure we can make up a quorum before 
the night. Supper provided afterwards.

“Love starts when we push aside our ego and 
make room for someone else.”

By Rudolf SteinerM
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Class 8 Student Immunisation 

Class 7-9 Squash Elective Excur-
sion
Excursion SAPSASA District 
Athletics Day

Parent Craft Group
1.15-3.15pm Class 11/12 PE 
Excursion to Tennis Cour
7pm Bush Dance
Echunga Hall

Helen Platell, JD | Principal

https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/


Important Dates
Next week...
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High School Games

Class 10 Practice Bushwalk Mt 
Crawford

Class 10 Practice Bushwalk Mt 
Crawford
Annual General Meeting

Parent Craft Group
Class 10 Practice Bushwalk Mt 
Crawford
Autumn Trading Table
Excursion 11/12 Tennis Courts
LAST DAY OF TERM 1

Strathalbyn parents please note change to Strathalbyn 
Bus Route effective Term 2, 2019.
 A map of the change of route is  avaialble at the front 
office. If you have questions about the change please 
direct your question to Adelaide Metro.

Petition for a walking and cycling trail to Mount 
Barker Waldorf School

Past student, Sean O’Mahoney, is collating a petition 
to construct a bitumised walking and cycling trail from 
the Laratinga Trail to our school. The primary intention 
is to provide a safe route away from traffic for children 
to walk or ride to school. Should you wish to support 
this worthy initiative, there is a copy of the outlined 
route and the petition at our school Front Desk and at 
the Mount Barker Bike Shop.

Dear Parents of Class 8-10 student,
Please note a letter is being sent home this week, requesting parent agreement 
for students in Class 8-10 to use a specific laptop computer at school.  We 
will need you to read, sign and return this agreement before your child will 
be assigned a laptop for their use.  In this way, we are seeking to improve the 
access to computers as well as the care of them. These computers will remain 
at school, for school use only.  If you have any questions, please email me.  
Regards,
Helen

Front Office

Laptop Use

Meridy | Administration



 
 

MT BARKER WALDORF SCHOOL, A SCHOOL FOR RUDOLF STEINER EDUCATION INC. 

ABN 86 610 445 079 

 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
11 April 2019, 6pm in Living Arts Centre 

 

NOTICE is hereby given that at the Annual General Meeting of the Mount Barker Waldorf School, A 
School for Rudolf Steiner Education Inc. to be held on Thursday, 11 April for the 2018 School Year 
commencing at 6:00 pm at the premises of the school, 27 Sims Road, Mt Barker, South Australia in the 
Living Arts Centre. 

AGM Agenda Draft 
 

6:00 pm Music and Slide show 

6:10 pm 
 
Welcome, Introductions and apologies. 
Approval of Minutes from previous AGM 

6:20 pm Presentation and Review of 2018 

6:35 pm Report by Board Appointments Committee 
- Farewell to Board members completing their term of Office 

Announcement of new Board Members 

6:50 pm Board Appointments Committee election 

7:00 pm Business Report 
- Presentation of the audited Financial Statements 
- Appointment of the auditor for the forthcoming year 

7:15 pm 
 
Future Strategic Plan 
 

7:30 pm Questions/Open Forum  
 
7:45 pm 

 
AGM closed and Light Supper to follow 

  
 

AGM Agenda



“It is a time to celebrate Australian multiculturalism, 
and the successful integration of migrants into our 
community.
Australia is one of the most successful multicultural 
countries in the world and we should celebrate this and 
work to maintain it.
Harmony Week is about inclusiveness, respect and 
belonging for all Australians, regardless of cultural or 
linguistic background, united by a set of core Australian 
values.”
https://www.harmony.gov.au/about/

The day was filled with energy. 
Hand-printing on flags was a popular activity for the day. 
The flags were designed and hands were guided to those 
designs, a heart, three intersecting circles, an infinity/
unity symbol and a landscape/bridge. These flags will 
be sewn by the Class 8 students and flown each year on 
Harmony Day. More detail will add to the existing flags 
and each year new flags designed. 
The dancing looked amazing, Class 2 students did a 
wonderful dance, the class 5 and 6’s did some Bush 

Dancing. The dances all looked spectacular thank you 
to the students for joining in and for Amrita for running 
the dancing.
The singing was beautiful! Class 6, then joined by Class 
5 sang the song “Harmony” words and music by Gillian 
Britton.  Class 11&12 students sang for us all, this was 
stunning! All of the singing was uplifting for everyone, 
thank you to Ruth, Liam, Carol and the High School 
students.
There were stories read to the students. Clay hearts were 
made and now decorate the garden near the Hub. 
Thank you to Rose and Nathan in Year 7 for the help 
and support with Harmony Day! Thank you Kelly for 
helping make the Clay Hearts and Nicole for reading the 
wonderful stories.

Harmony Day

My name is Kaitlin Tapscott.  This is now my second 
year of Waldorf as I started at the beginning of Class 11.  
Last year I loved working on my silent film for the 70th 
Silent Film Festival and was honoured to win an award 
for my effort. For two weeks I was placed at the Aldgate 
Hut for Work Experience and had a great time there.  My 
Year 12 Project is focussing on the History of Animation, 
which includes focussing on major animation companies 
(Disney, DreamWorks, Pixar, etc), as well as comparing 
animation companies to each other and reflecting on how 
people are affected by them.  All research, questions, 
surveys, etc will be presented into a documentary film.

Class 12 Graduates
Kaitlin Tapscott





Kindergarten Parent Doll Making Workshop

On a Sunny Friday morning, a group of Kindergarten 
parents, our OSH co-ordinator Amanda and Parent 
Craft members joined together in The Hearth 
(previous Banksia Rose Room) to create a pillow doll.
Kindergarten parents were making for their child, 
Parent Craft were making a doll to gift to the 100 dolls 
project that the school is involved in, and Amanda 
was making her first doll for the OSH children to play 
with. 
We busily stitched and stuffed and by the end of the 
morning everyone had most of their dolly made, with 
just a few stitches left to do at home.
By all accounts the children receiving their dolly 
were very happy with their parent’s creation and the 
parents left feeling very proud of their achievements.
Keep an eye out next term for our next Kindergarten 
Doll Making Workshop. 

Parent Craft continues to meet each Friday in The 
Hearth (previous Banksia Rose Room) from 9am 
until 11.30am. We have had a steady stream of parents 
attending each week and welcome any newcomers 
who would like to learn how to create a handmade 
doll or toy.
This week was all about dolls! We finished off dolls 
for Kindergarten Parents, the 100 dolls project and 
gifted a beautiful doll to Brioni for an International 
Early Childhood Conference that is being held shortly.
Feel free to drop in and see what we are creating each 
week – our creations are sold at the schools Spring 
Fair each year to raise funds for the school.
Children are welcome to attend Parent Craft under 
their parent’s supervision.
We look forward to you joining us. For any enquiries 
please contact Kylie Brown 0417 812 726

Parent Craft

Doll Workshop

Student Exchange

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED  
IN APRIL/MAY 2019 

Each year we have a partnership with the Abhaya 
Waldorf School Hyderabad, India for a month while 
the students attend the Class 10 Surveying Camp 
held at the Flinders Ranges followed by the Main 
Lesson study. We are seeking hosts from the wider 
community. 
Host families need to be able to supply: 
- DCSI clearance for anyone 18+ living at your home 
- Visiting student must have their own room 
- Be able to accommodate for about two weeks (they 
will be on the Surveying camp for two weeks). 
Each student will pay $150 per week paid to the host 
family to cover costs for their two week stay at your 
home. 
The dates for the groups visit is the 24 April to the 25 
May,  2019.
Please contact Katherine Goodrick on  kgoodrick@
mtbarkerwaldorf.sa.edu.au if your family would like 
to apply to host a student from India. 

Kylie Brown

Kylie Brown



Do you sometimes long for a night out without having 
to pay a babysitter?
Well, the Bush Dance this coming Friday, 5th April 
is your chance!  Collect your kids from school, feed 
them some dinner, then come along to the Echunga 
Hall for dessert and dancing.  You will be able to tuck 
everyone into bed with (hopefully) big smiles on their 
faces!  
Buy your tickets this week through the office and save 
on the night! (Tickets are $10 per adult/$5 per child 
pre-booked, or $15/$10 at the door).
Oh, and you will have other chances to attend fabulous 
events without your children later this year, but you 
will probably need a babysitter!

Tuesday After School 
4:00pm to 5:00pm 

In the Gym!

A defense focused discipline
for ages 6 to 13 

Blending Aikido, Judo, Jujitsu and 
Muay Thai.

$5 per lesson 
Pay on the day

Bush Dance

Martial Arts

Anna |  0434839852



Did you know that you can get your first session free! 
Have you been thinking about using OSHC but are 
not sure; take advantage of Camp Australia’s first 
session free promotion! The promotion runs till the 
end of the term and is for new families who have 
not previously made a booking with Camp Australia 
before. As always registration is free. 
Log onto the Camp Australia website and book now. 
Alternatively, come and see Amanda at OSHC or the 
OSHC meeting spot outside classes 1, 2, and 3 for 
any assistance.  

OSHC
Thank you!

Thank you to the staff and students at Mt Barker 
Waldorf School for the wonderful bnounty of fruit 
and vegetables donated to the Dunn Memorial 
Uniting Church. 

Carol |  Secretary Church Council

Class12 visited Class1 to help them stencil autumn 
leaves from Katherine’s garden. A very focussed and 
inclusive time had by all.

Class 1

Julie |  Class Teacher



Today Class 8 students helped us make rhythms with our half built maracas. It was great to work with this class again. 
We will now begin turning the instruments into animal heads.  

Class 2
Music

Emily |  Class Teacher

The children of Class 4 have each chosen a project 
on a story from the Dreaming or from their local area 
to share both the story with their peers and also to 
illustrate in some way the heart of the tale.
Many of the projects have represented how far and 
wide the children of Class 4 have come from one 
local area to a new one and join our community of 
Mount Barker Waldorf School. 

Class 4

Aaron |  Class Teacher



Konnichiwa.
Class 6 students have started to build new friendships 
with Class 6 in Kyotanabe Steiner School, Japan, 
via letter exchange. Writing a letter is a wonderful 
opportunity for the students to use Japanese in a 
practical and exciting way. 
For the first letter to our new friends in Japan, we 
wrote our self-introduction in the letter. The students 
wrote to their new pen friends with very neat Hiragana 
and some students were so eager to write some words 
in Kanji. They drew pictures and a border around 
the writings, which made their work something they 
should be proud of. 
As students from Kyotanabe Steiner School have been 
visiting us every second year and our high school has 
a Japan trip program to visit them, there is a great 
chance that they will meet in person in the future. We 
are very much looking forward to receiving letters 
from them.

Japanese

Atsko |  Japanese Teacher

Term 1 Tech. Studies has seen a big range of 
Technologies being learnt and some great jobs being 
produced. The Class 12 students have turned fruit 
bowls from pine and laminated Meranti. One Class 11 
student has been designing an animated story using 
the schools new computers and new Wacom drawing 
tablet. Class 10 students have been learning to braze 
weld with Oxy-Acetylene gas equipment. They have 
produced some excellent candelabras. The Class 8 
students have been learning sheet metal skills, using 
a pan brake for folding, soldering, spot welding and 
pop riveting. Some students were able to try jewellery 
making after finishing their copper bowls and ladles.

Tech

Jocelyn |  Tech Teacher



Mount Barker Waldorf School 1988
Our tenth year of operation as a school was 1988, a year 
of remarkably diverse activity. This may seem an odd 
statement, because the range of activity at any school, at 
any time, is diverse. And naturally, as a start-up initiative, 
Mt Barker Waldorf School’s early activity required 
diverse and unusual skills and activity from its teaching 
staff. In the beginning years, it was vital that staff were 
able to multi-task and problem solve on the run. As the 
community grew however, the range of activity expanded 
even further, and issues, ideas, imaginations, desires, 
actions, differences, needs, insights, plans, structures and 
systems inevitably multiplied.
Growth and abundance
As the years unfolded, the school was able to put the 
main driver activities of the early years on the back 
burner. Activities such as building, for instance, which 
had been such an imperative – and with so few resources, 
such a monumental obstacle to overcome – could slow 
down and be delegated. Minds could turn more often 
to shaping the complex enterprise which had sprung up 
before our very eyes (sometimes only a cliché will do!), 
and which we were beginning to realise was displaying 
some of the characteristics of a substantial and settled 
organisation.

During this period also, the Adelaide City Waldorf 
School had started, and Mt Barker Waldorf School had 
supported its growth as much as it was possible, given 
the intense focus needed to sustain and extend our own 
early development. Ngeringa too was in its early years. 
Both organisations, were mentioned at various times in 
our newsletters, so that the larger Steiner community 
would be aware of events or initiatives they might 
support. I know, for instance, that many of us bought the 
hand-made Christmas cards Ngeringa produced, as well 
as other seasonal offerings.
Meanwhile, our own student numbers were growing – 
the 40 additional funded students who enrolled in 1988 
were absorbed into already existing classes, rather than 
being a new group creating the next step on our class 
ladder. Two Year 10 classes had left the school, whilst 
we prepared for the senior high school years, allowing 
the primary school and the early secondary classes to 
consolidate. At the same time, we were planning for 
our first Year 11 class (Jennifer Bundey’s 1979 group), 
and actively seeking registration for the school to offer 
a Class 11 curriculum in 1989. Part of that process was 
a meeting in July between the high school teachers and 
SSABSA, the Senior Secondary Assessment Board of 
South Australia.             

Looking Back: Celebrating 40 Years

Feature Image:
Class 8 in 1988, with Class Guardian Heinz Huxholl (Fourmy/Ralph collection)



Extra students meant that our parent community was 
also growing rapidly, bringing fresh ideas and many 
more helping hands where needed. The school was still 
a low-fee paying institution, with part-fees being paid 
in kind (for essential tasks) by a number of parents, so 
we did need the whole community to actively embrace a 
volunteer dynamic. 
Staff numbers had stabilised at somewhere between 30-
40 over a couple of years, and there were fewer new 
faces each year. In 1988 new teachers included Brioni 
Pridham and Janet Poulsen, who took the Kindergarten 
into a new era following the departure of Julia and Karen 
at the end of 1987. Chris Aubrey, fresh from Steiner 
teacher training in Melbourne, came to the school as a 
Class 1 teacher, but was to find that teaching was not his 
vocation. Chris left in May, and happily, after 18 months 
of sabbatical leave and working in northern New South 
Wales and Queensland, David Skewes returned with 
Bethany and their small daughter, and was able to teach 
Class 1 for the remainder of 1988.
Annette Schriegel was another very special addition 
to the school. She and her husband Egbert had been 
corresponding for years with us from Germany, had made 
a trip to Mt Barker to meet us. Annette had extended 
her already great knowledge of remedial education by 
further studies in Waldorf education in Germany, before 
finally joining us in 1988. 
Growing authority
With years of experience behind us, visitors to the school 
might now be seeking information, rather than imparting 
knowledge. In our first few years, we were very much the 
younger sibling, grateful for guidance and advice from 
more experienced interstate or international schools and 
individuals, and eager to arrange workshops or seminars 
where we might learn more about how we could take our 
school forward.  
Our teaching faculty was now able to take the initiative 
in creating opportunities for collaborative learning and 
sharing. For January 1988, after a few years of small, 
internal meetings and seminars, or travelling to bigger 
schools for their January conferences, we organised 
a conference which was designed to attract Steiner 
teachers from other parts of Australia. A letter signed by 
the four members of the conference committee – Craig 
Taylor, Alduino Mazzone, Doreen Mellor and Peter 
Glasby – was sent out, inviting attendance at a 5-day 
January conference addressing ‘The Upper School in 
Waldorf Education – a Challenge of the Times’. The 
program included keynote lectures by two teachers with 
long years of experience, one from Sydney and one from 
Melbourne; however, most of the program, including 
lectures and workshops, was delivered by Mt Barker 
teachers.
Within a few months, many of the conference attendees 
were back again, as 30 representatives from Steiner 
schools around Australia gathered for the bi-annual 
meeting of the Association of Rudolf Steiner Schools 
in Australia. As well as reports from each school, the 
two-day agenda included discussions on topical policy 
and curriculum issues, as well as addressing areas such 
as teacher training and how to help new schools. A big 
item on the agenda was a proposed journal of Waldorf 

Education in Australia, and discussion on articles to be 
written for the first publication. Doreen Mellor would 
write the editorial overview and collate articles, which 
had not, to that date, been forthcoming (and as far as I 
remember, they never did eventuate). 
Another teacher initiative was to establish a course of 6 
weeks of evening classes delivered by Craig Taylor and 
Alduino Mazzone, ‘An Introduction to Class Teaching’, 
which was much appreciated by attendees.
The parent body was also making its presence felt. In 
August of 1988, after monthly, well attended meetings 
during the year, the Parent Council decided to implement 
a Working Bee levy system. If parents were unable to 
work at least two hours at a working bee during the year, 
a contribution of $20 would be collected by the Treasurer 
of the Parent Council and forwarded to the school to help 
pay for maintenance of grounds and buildings. Not sure 
how this was received generally by the parent body, but 
the engagement with school matters was good to see.
The Parent Council also took the teachers in hand and 
insisted that parents could support the school in other 
ways. So, it was agreed that calls for parent members 
of all the school’s committees (Finance Committee, 
Library Committee, Building Committee, Grounds and 
Maintenance Committee) would be made. Additionally, 
on a trial basis, one parent member would observe the 
weekly Administration Core Group meeting. The Parent 
Council also resolved to invite a guest speaker to address 
the gathering, after a one hour meeting each month.

Events galore
As far as I can make out from the newsletters, every 
class in the school from Kindergarten up, had at least one 
and sometimes two class picnics or other social events. 
Throughout the year, there were talks and presentations 
for parents from visiting experts, plays performed by 
every class, and concerts performed by John Billings’ 
school orchestras. Painting classes were offered by 
Doreen Mellor, Speech and Drama classes were offered 
by Joanne Sarre. Every class went on camp, some 
more adventurous than others, with Class 7 heading to 
Mt Hotham for skiing and Class 10 off to the rugged 

Class 9 in 1988, on a Geography and geomorphology 
excursion to Reedy Creek, examining a granite mass 
exposed by water. (Mellor collection)



Flinders Ranges to Beltana Station for surveying and 
trigonometry. Even Class 1 had a camp – they pitched 
their tents at school for a night, with a parent sleeping in 
each tent.

Some highlights…
Guboo Ted Thomas, a Yuin elder from NSW, visited 
the school in April and met with some of the lower 
school classes. He had wonderful stories to share. So 
also did Burnum Burnum, who spoke at the Aboriginal 
Community Centre in Adelaide, sponsored by the 
Anthroposophical Society, of which he was a member 
at the time. 
Ulrike Faeste visited from Sydney in May and gave talks 
on health and Anthroposophical healing for anyone in 
the community who wished to attend. She had practised 
as an Anthroposophical nurse in Europe for 12 years 
and then specialised in Rhythmic Massage, practising 
in Sydney. Wilhelm Trappe, then studying Waldorf 
Education in NZ, spent time in Class 2. And also in May, 
John Wilkes, the flow forms expert and afficionado from 

the UK gave lectures on the uses and applications and 
theories underlying flow forms.
Eight high school dancers and their support team, 
coached by parent Lisa Cortez, were shortlisted at the 
annual Rock Eisteddfod in Adelaide in June. Quite an 
achievement for our pioneer group of dancers!
On a Sunday in August, an Open Day, with a string 
ensemble to play in the Library, and all the classrooms 
polished and displays of work arranged. The school had 
always attracted lots of visitors, curious to see what the 
school was all about, and 1988 was no exception. 
A troupe of eight Bothmer gymnasts came to the 
school as part of a tour of schools around Australia, 
demonstrating this specialised way of developing skillful 
and harmonious bodily movement.
Also in August, a group of 14 high school students from 
Classes 8, 9 and 10 (supported by local businesses Gilbert 
Motors, Mt Barker Hardware and the State Bank of SA) 
participated in the Bicentennial project, Trek ’88, and 
hiked from Cape Borda to Cape de Coedic on Kangaroo 
Island – four days rough trekking. Mick Eales, who 
accompanied many of the classes on camp, was there, but 
as Milton mentions in the newsletter, just ‘lurking’ as the 
trekkers wanted to do it independently. Here’s an excerpt 
from Mick’s tongue-in-cheek right of reply to Milton… 
“Dear Milton, I resent the word ‘lurking’, it implies 
spying, which I hardly ever did, besides which they were 
too fast for me and I could not keep up with them, and 
then when my binoculars kept fogging up, I knew it was 
no use. THEY WERE ON THEIR OWN! “Just keep the 
sea on your right side” I said, and prayed they knew their 
right from their left.”  A lovely description of the trek 
from Dale Humphries in Class 8 was also published in 
the newsletter.
September brought A Masked Ball and funds raised for 
the Building Fund. And John Billing rustled up a scratch 
orchestra to play classical music for waltzes and swing 
music for whatever else people enjoy doing on the 
dance floor. It was a buzz for everyone to get out their 
masks and ball gowns and whirl around the floor of the 
transformed Space.
In October, the Southern Bus Group invited one and all 
to a picnic celebrating the FINAL PAYMENT for their 
bus, which this wonderfully determined and committed 
group of parents bought and drove to school every day 
from Willunga. 
There had been many fundraising events run by this 
group – I remember singing with my regular partner, 
the lovely Cathy Schultz, accompanied by Peter 
Stephenson on classical guitar, at one of these occasions 
the previous year, 1987. Musica Omnibusica was a 
dinner with chamber music, held at the Garood’s house 
which happened to fall on Milton’s 40th birthday. Just 
occasionally, I must insert a memory or two like this, 
because I can assure you, memories with dates and 
details are as preciously few as hen’s teeth and shouldn’t 
be wasted! 
It’s good to be reminded though… as I am by the 28 
newsletters from 1988, and 23 newsletters from 1987 that 
I found in a carton last year. The memories then come 
flooding back. So I again take this opportunity to remind 

Class 9 in 1985, launching the canoes they had built. 
These canoes were used for canoeing camps on the 
Murray River in later years (Mellor collection)

Class 9 in 1985, with Peter Glasby and Milton Mellor, 
packing the canoes and preparing to leave for their 
canoeing camp on the Murray river (Mellor collection)



you that an inspection of the dusty recesses of your shed 
(that’s where I found mine) to see if any newsletters have 
survived in a box, a bucket or an old wheelbarrow just 
may turn up a few more.
On with the catalogue of events… which included a 
lovely idea we must repeat, and that was a Garden 
Festival and Bush Dance on a Friday in mid-October. 
After lunch, all the classes and as many parents as could 
make it came to school (dressed, it was suggested, as 
farmers), and gardened with the children all afternoon 
(children who were not staying on were able to leave as 
usual at home time). From 5pm – 6 pm, there was a BBQ 
and at 6 pm, the music began for an outdoor bush dance. 
It was such a fun way to plant, weed, trellis and chat with 
friends.
The next day, a Saturday, visiting painter Guy Walker 
conducted a Lazure painting workshop, from which two 
or three volunteers joined him during the next week to 
paint the inside walls of The Space. He was wonderfully 
fast and effective and finished this huge task in record 
time.
Ten days later, parents were invited to attend an evening 
with Marjorie Theyer, speaking on The Importance of 
Play. Marjorie had taught Kindergarten classes for many 
years at Wynstanes in the UK and in Auckland, New 
Zealand. Earlier on the same evening, there was a Class 
5 concert!
Not to be outdone, Class 9 had also booked the evening 
for the first performance of their play, The Importance of 
Being Earnest, Oscar Wilde’s hilarious farce, of which 
we never seem to tire. I believe I remember Jessica 
Whisson being a convincing Miss Prism with capacious 
handbag from which she’d lost the baby Ernest – or was 
it Algernon? In any case, the play was a triumph – thanks 
again to the talents of our marvellously committed 
Drama teacher, Michele Duse.
The Spring Fair was held in early November in 1988, 
and on the night of the Fair, in The Space, a concert by 
Miha Pogacnik and Diedre Irons, which meant I was 
organising delivery of a baby grand piano on the Friday 
morning (Miha and Diedre were doing a concert just 
for the students on Friday afternoon), as well as setting 
up for the Spring Fair. Cor! As John Billing would say. 
Geez! As I was wont to say. Exciting times; but as Miha 
and Diedre made a special detour between their China 
tour and a big concert in Hong Kong, we could only be 
grateful for their commitment. Being Waldorf parents 
themselves – Miha in the USA and Diedre in NZ – they 
liked contributing to the school, in any way they could. 
Not so much space left to speak of the Spring Fair – but 
it was a joyous celebratory Fair, with a birthday theme, 
given 1988 was our tenth birthday year. I counted the 
number of pages in the newsletter published the week 
before the Spring Fair – 16 pages printed on both sides! 
An urgent plea for someone to pick up ponies for the 
pony rides – horse float provided. Helpers needed for 
sideshow alley. Parking attendants needed. More scones! 
There was a Devonshire tea stall, the German Coffee 
Shop – with singing and instrumental music rostered 
throughout the day. Female Morris Dancers added a little 
piquancy to the proceedings, which of course included 
maypole dancing, and lots of music and entertainment 

from the main stage. And much, much more.
A few more threads
This was the first year we had international students on 
a longer-term exchange in the school – Bettina Riegel 
from Germany spent 6 months with Class 10 at the 
beginning of the year. Lucky Class 10 students also 
hosted Yasufumi, a Japanese student who billeted with 
Bea and Dicks Molanus and family. 
I believe we also had Beatrice from Germany in Class 
7, and later in the year, Bridget and Emma from the 
Warranwood (Melbourne) school spent a week with 
Class 9.  And finally, two of the Japanese parents from 
the big excursion of 1987, Akemi and Taeko, came back 
in 1988 with their children to spend a little time with us.
Just to ensure the traffic flowed in the other direction, 
Christina Ziegler in Class 10 headed to Germany for a 
year. And Tamara Collins didn’t go so far, but she did 
work hard all year organising cake stalls so that the 
proceeds could be used to fund her exciting training trip 
on the ‘One and All’ the tall sailing ship based on the 
original rig of an l850’s brigantine, built in 1987 and 
owned by the government of South Australia. 
It was interesting to read of the encouragement for 
students to wear hats, which were not yet a mandatory 
part of school life at the time. The Anti-Cancer Council 
catch cry in 1988 was “Stay under a tree between 11 and 
3”. A bit different from “Slip, Slop, Slap”.
To end, here is a quiz:
Who are the teachers featured on the cover of the 1988 
Information & Address Book? 

Doreen Mellor
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We are a small online business selling fresh local certified organic 
and biodynamic produce, our produce boxes are seasonal and 
harvested to order weekly, we also sell a small range of other 
local organic products, eggs, bread, flowers, clever belly kitchen 
fermented foods, and a couple of dry/ pantry items which will be 
expanding. Our main focus is the fresh produce, we make organic 
food affordable and convenient without any plastic packaging.

How it works 
1: place order on our website before noon on Thursdays

2: choose from one of our delivery options 
Delivery is Saturday 

free for Mount Barker 
$5 for surrounding areas 

Or for school families free collection on Friday 
afternoon at school pick up time

Our website is Organicstoyou.com.au
Also find us on Facebook and instagram 

organicstoyou.com.au

Community



Saturday 18 May
8:30am - 4pm

Whole South Australian
Community Unconference

Hosted by Mount Barker Waldorf School

 
Tickets available now:

waldorfgroundswell

waldorfgroundswell.org

Waldorf (also known as Steiner Education) is the largest independent school movement in the 
world and there are over 1000 Waldorf Schools in over 75 countries worldwide.

Waldorf Education strives to develop pupils' intellectual, artistic, and practical skills in an integrat-
ed and holistic manner. The cultivation of pupils' imagination and creativity is a central focus.

Together lets grow the Waldorf 
Movement in SA and beyond.

There has been renewed interest in Waldorf Education with new schools and          
initiatives sprouting up across the state. Why is this happening and more                 

importantly how can we support and sustain this interest.

Lets come together as parents/teachers/students and community members from 
across our whole Waldorf community and have more children experience the       

wonders of Waldorf Education.

Disclaimer: The views or opinions expressed and activities advertised in this newsletter are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the official policy, position of or endorsement by the Mount Barker Waldorf School. Please make your own 
inquiry, judgement and decision to participate in any activities advertised.


